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exposed to the inclemencies of the weather because he was put
under a tent life. As a prisoner, he was made to work with the
spade. He had the option of paying fine at any time he might
have chosen. He would not pay the fine. He believed that the gate-
way to liberty lay through the prison door and he died of cold and
fever contracted during* his* prison life, Nagappan was an un-
educated lad born of indentured parents. But he had a brave heart*
And I have come this afternoon to ask everyone of you, man and
woman, if you disapprove of the Rowlatt legislation to copy the
examples not of Prahlad but of Valliamnia and Nagappan. There
is> however, one other condition; it is not enough that you dis-
approve of the Rowlatt legislation* You must have also faith in the
efficacy of this remedy and ability to undergo the suffering that it
may involve. But I am sure you will agree with me that no nation
has as yet become great without having undergone suffering, whe-
ther it is through inflicting violence on others or whether it is by
way of satyagraha, Satyagraha is essentially a religious force*
Unless we have faith in the inviolable and immutable force of the
spirit, we shall not be able to carry the struggle to a successful end.
The fault then would be not of the movement or the force I have
ventured to describe; but it would lie in our own imperfection* I
ask you all, therefore, to approach the question with a careful consi-
deration. But after having once signed the Pledge, you will
appreciate the great obligation that you will have taken on your
shoulders and you will not flinch. It follows from the Satyagraha
Pledge that those who take the Pledge will not treat with any dis-
respect those who will not be able to take the Pledge, They may
refrain from signing the Pledge either because they do not dis-
approve of the Bills or they do not believe in the struggle or they
are too weak- As time passes, we hope even to win them over to
the movement* You may have seen the letter I have addressed
to the Press* In it I have suggested that we should observe Sunday
week as a day of humiliation and prayer and I have made three
suggestions* I have suggested fasting, total abstention of work in-
cluding markets and business places and holding meetings all
over India to pass resolutions- The proposed fast is not a hunger-
strike but it is an act of se&dcnial* In these suggestions all, whe-
ther satyagrahis or not, can participate* And I do hope that in
this holy city of Madura the whole of the population will parti-
cipate in this sacred observance, I have up to now simply described
the nature of the movement of satyagraha* I would draw your
attention to one other effect that is likely to follow from this
movement* The Government contend that this Rowlatt legislation